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Greetings Purcell Families! 

We are having a wonderful year and appreciate all of families being so supportive of our school 
and promoting education in the home! Thank you!  

We would like to celebrate the following: 

 “A Team” for doing their best at the competition on January 25th!  

 Candy Grams were made by the Donaldson’s to raise money for The American Cancer  

       Society. Proceeds will go towards the Relay for Life in Mulberry.  

 Donuts with Dad and Muffins with Mom had huge turnouts! Thank you parents! 

 Students are increasing their participation in AR– Keep up the great work! 

We are starting to gear up for the testing season for grades 3-5. Beginning April 2nd, our 4th and 
5th graders will take the writing portion of the Florida Standards Assessment.  We need students 
ready to start the day off just right with a good breakfast and a good night of rest. Please make 
sure they are also on time. We also ask that you encourage your child to do their best because 
their educational classes are determined based on the FSA testing. We have the FSA testing 
schedule posted for you in this newsletter. Please cut it out or keep it handy so  you will know 
when we test in the upcoming months.  

Do you want a fun and easy way to keep up with us? Then check out our Facebook page to keep 
up with events and information.  www.facebook.com/PurcellElementary  

If you need anything, please feel free to email, call or make an appointment to come see me.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Principal 

SAFETY CORNER:  

Security Cameras have been installed 

around campus for the safety of all. We 

now have 16 cameras located around 

campus to help monitor hallways, large 

gathering areas and parking lots. We are 

happy they are now up and working! 

 

Just a reminder that ALL guests must 

show an ID to enter the campus or check 

out a student.  

 

If you need to make a change on your 

child’s emergency card please come by 

the office with your ID or complete the 

change on-line through parent portal. 

Only enrolling parents can make these 

changes.  

 

 

 

Check out Polk County Schools new website:  

https://polkschoolsfl.com/ 

Thank you!  

First Baptist Church!  

 

Thank you to First Baptist Church for 
allowing our families to use  your  

parking lot during the road  

construction. Purcell is working with 
the City of Mulberry to address the  

concerns of the delay to the road work. 
We appreciate your patience.  

 

Great schools are built by great  

communities and Mulberry is  

AWESOME! 

http://www.facebook.com/PurcellElementary


Polk County and Purcell Dress Code  
Reminders: 

The Dress Code does not allow for clothing with colored trim, 
stripes, embroidery, 

decoration, etc. It also does not provide for overalls (overalls with 
pants or shorts), 

sweat pants, knit pants/ skirts, leggings, etc. A small logo is accepta-
ble on otherwise approved clothing items. 

 
Bottoms  

 Navy, Black or Khaki/Tan 

 Walking Shorts, Slacks, Skorts, Skirts, Skirted jumpers 
Must be plain, solid-color twill, corduroy or denim fabric. 

Tops   

 White or navy with collar. 

 Knit polo-type in burgundy, navy, white or hunter green. 

 Oxford or woven dress shirts, blouses, turtlenecks. 

 School T-shirts are Ok (available through our school office) 

 A belt is required if the garment has belt loops. 

 Shirts must be tucked in. 

 Shoes must be safe and appropriate (tennis shoes only). 

 NO BOOTS, STACKED SHOES,SLIPPERS 
 

School administrators will determine if clothing is appropriate 
for school and complies with district rules. For  more specific 
information on the student dress code, please refer to the Code of 

Student Conduct. 
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Purcell Slogan: “Panther Pride!” 
Purcell Panthers are problem-solvers who use tolerance,  
respect, and responsibility to become life-long learners. 

PA NT HER  PAW S EXPRES S  

Thank you to Polk Education Foundation and the Consortium of Florida 
Education Foundations for funding our STEAM Team grant. Our second 

graders are learning about science, technology, 
engineering, art and math through fun games,  

manipulatives and exploratory learning through this  
amazing grant! Thank you for supporting us PEF and 

CFEF!!  

 

Title 1 Parent  
Informational           

Resource Center 
 

Visit our school website for flyers and information about 
upcoming workshops for parents and families.  

http://purcell.polk-fl.net/ 

 
Or on the Polk County Public Schools website:  

https://polkschoolsfl.com/ 
 

 

 

Class Picture Day—Friday, February 22nd  

Students will need to wear their uniform for class  
picture day just like regular picture day!  
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Title 1 Parent      

Compact 

Please take a few minutes to review 
our school’s parent compact. This is 

a document that outlines what the 
school is committed to providing 

your child as well as your responsi-
bilities as a parent. The compact 

also lays out student expectations as 
well. The compact 
will be reviewed 
with you at your 

child’s first 
parent/teacher 

conference.  

Learning From Math Mistakes 

Thomas Edison said that he did not fail at making the light 

bulb one thousand times, but rather that "the light bulb was 

an invention with 1,000 steps." Making mistakes in mathe-

matics is an important part of learning math. When your 

child makes a mistake in math, they have the opportunity to 

learn from it and develop a better understanding of the con-

cept. Research shows students learn more from making 

mistakes than from getting ALL the right answers. When a 

child makes a mistake, it allows parents and teachers to talk 

to the child about why they know and ask questions about 

their thinking. Good questions to ask are “Can you prove 

that?” “How do you know your answer is reasonable?” 

“Could you solve this problem another way?” When stu-

dents have a positive mindset about math, they have a 

deeper understanding.  

Instead of saying “I’m not good at 

math”, encourage your child to say, 

“I’m not good at math YET”.  

 

Congratulations to Mrs. Jennifer Jones 
Congratulations to Mrs. Jennifer Jones our music teacher, for being 
awarded a Teacher-to Teacher Adaptor Grant from Polk Education Foun-
dation! Mrs. Jones was awarded $800 to purchase new instruments! 

We are proud of you Mrs. Jones! 

WELCOME TO PURCELL!! 
We would like to welcome the following long term teachers who have stepped 
in for some of our teachers or vacancy positions for the rest of the year. Coach 

Denmark for PE., Mrs. Wallen for Mrs. Kaylie Arnold in kindergarten, and Mrs. 
Stella Arnold for 5th grade math! Mrs. S. Arnold is a returning retired teacher 

from Purcell; therefore, some of our parents may actually know her as a former 
teacher. We are happy to have all of you on board at Purcell! 



Accelerated Reader: AR 
 

Every child takes a STAR reading test which 
tells the teacher what reading level each student 
can read independently. From there, the students 
are given certain “colored” books in the library 
to choose from to read. After a student reads 
their books, they will take an AR comprehension 
test on the computer within 24 hours. Our 
school-wide goal is that every child makes at 
least an 80% or higher on each quiz they take. 
You can help at home by reading at least 30 
minutes a night with your child. You are also 
able to check out books to read with your child 
from our school library! 

We will have 4 MAJOR events to celebrate those 
who reach their goals each nine weeks!  

FSA Testing Schedule 

 
Please make sure students are on time 

every day to school. Eat a good breakfast 
is also very important and get to bed 

 early!  

 

We want them ready to go on time and 
energetic! Make sure they get a great big 
hug and pep talk to do their best on the 
test. We will be having a fun event for 

those who do their best! 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  

PURCELL ELEMENTARY 

The mission of Purcell Elementary School is 
to provide engaging rigorous curriculum and 
use consistent school-wide strategies for all 
students. High expectations have been estab-
lished for academic success and social skills 
in order for students to become life-long 
learners and world scholars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February marks the Black History Month, a 
federally recognized, nation-wide celebration 

that provides the opportunity for all Ameri-
cans to reflect on the significant roles that Af-
rican Americans have played in the shaping 

of U.S. history. 

 A man named Dr. Woodson chose the sec-
ond week of February for the celebration be-
cause it marks the birthdays of two men who 
greatly influenced the black American popula-

tion: Frederick Douglass (February 14), an 
escaped slave who became one of the fore-
most black abolitionists and civil rights lead-

ers in the nation, and President Abraham Lin-
coln (February 12), who signed the Emanci-

pation Proclamation, which abolished slavery 
in America's confederate states. Later, Black 
History Week became Black History Month. 

Date Grade Level Subject 

      

4/2/2019 4th and 5th Writing 

      

4/3/2019 3rd  ELA 

4/4/2019 4th  ELA 

      

5/1/2019 4th and 5th ELA 

5/2/2019 4th and 5th ELA 

      

5/6/2019 3rd, 4th, 5th Math 

5/7/2019 3rd, 4th, 5th Math 

      

5/9/2019 5th Science 

5/10/2019 5th Science 



305 First Avenue NE 

Mulberry, Florida 33860 

PURCELL ELEMENT ARY S CHOOL 

Phone: 863-701-1061 

Fax: 863-701-1064 

E-mail:beth.nave@polk-fl.net 

erik.othoson@polk-fl.net 

Proud to be Educating World 
Scholars! 
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Important Dates  
Class Pictures 

February 22nd 

 
Early Dismissal Day 

March 13th @ 12:15 p.m. 

 
End of 3rd Nine Weeks Grading Period 

March 15th  
 

Spring Pictures 
March 20th– Wear your favorite outfit! 

 
AR Party for AR Winners 

March 21st- Make and Take Fun! 
 

PBS Event 
March 22nd  

 
Spring Break 

March 25-29, 2019 
 

Report Cards 
April 5th  

 
Early Dismissal Day 

April 24th @ 12:15 p.m. 
 

SAC Meeting 
Thursday, April 25th @ 4:30 

 
Music/Art Showcase Night 
Thursday, April 25th @ 6:00 

 
Kindergarten Registration 

Thursday, April 25th  
 

Interims 
May 2nd 

 
Staff Appreciation Week 

May 6-10th  
 

SAC Meeting 
Thursday, May 23rd @ 4:30 

 
Memorial Day Holiday 

May 27th 
 

Kindergarten and 5th Grade Awards Programs 
Tuesday, May 28th 

5th grade @ 8:30 a.m. 
Kdg. @ 1:00 p.m. 

 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Grade Awards Programs 

Wednesday, May 29th 
3rd and 4th @ 8:30 a.m. 
1st and 2nd @ 9:45 a.m. 

 
 


